
Encrypting external hard disk with 
TrueCrypt. 
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1. Creating the container file  
Follow the following steps to create an TrueCrypt container file: 

1. Open TrueCrypt (see S1.1). 
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2. Click on the Volumes menu and then Create new Volume (see S1.2). 
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3. Select Create an encrypted file container and click Next (see S1.3). 
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4. Select Standard TrueCrypt volume and click Next (see S1.4). 
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5. Select move to the external hard drive and write the name that you want to use for the 

encrypted file container and click Next (see S1.5.1 and S1.5.2). 

 
S1.5.1 
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6. In this window you will be asked to choose an encryption, just choose the ones on the picture and 

click Next (see S1.6). 
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7. Now you will be asked to define the size of the encrypted file. As you can see in the picture S1.7, I 

have set mine to be almost the full size of my free space on the drive. Well this is something that 

ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 

200MB free after you have made the file. Now click Next (see S1.7). 
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8. Now type the password for the encryption, this is the password that you will have to type each 

time you mount the encrypted file. It is recommended that this password is 20 digits long but I 

recommend a minimum of 13 digits (see S1.8). 
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9. Now select FAT under filesystem, Default under Cluster and click Format and it will start 

formatting the container file (see S1.9.1 and S1.9.2). 
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10. When its done formatting click ok and then Exit (see S1.10.1 and S1.10.2). 
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